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Preparation of 2: lR, 2R-2-(N-Methylamino)-1-phenylpropanol (Aldrich), (15g, 97 mmol) was placed 

in a Schlenk tube. After evacuating and purging with argon (three cycles), tetrahydrofuran (15 ml), was 
added via syringe to afford a partial solution. The reaction was cooled to O’C and then treated dropwise 
(cannula) with BH+SMq (Aldrich, 2.0 M solution in thf) 48.5 ml. (97 mmol) over a period of 1.5 h. 

The reaction mixture was stirred to ambient temperature over a period of 2 h after which one equivalent 

of H2 gas had been produced. Solvent was removed in vacua to affoti a white foam. The vessel was 
purged with argon and then heated tc 120°C for 2.5 h. after which a further one equivalent of Hz gas 
was produced, affording a pale yellow oil. This was transferred to a vacuum jacketed Vigreux column 
and the product collected at 36’C, 0.05 mmHg as a water white clear mobile oil (15.lg, 9546, p = 1.07 g 
cm-3). Preparation of 2R,3R,7R.8R-3,4,6,7-tetramethvl-2,8-diphenvl-1,9-dioxa-4,6-diaza-5.10- 
(5B,lOBH2)diborecane (4) : 4R,5R-3,4-dimethyl-5-phenyl-1,3,2-oxazaborolidine 2 was stored under 

argon at ambient temperatum for a period of approximately five months, after which a large crystalline 
mass had formed. A sample of the crystalline mass, ca. 0.1 mg, was then used to seed a sample of 
4R.5R-3,4-dimethyl-5-pheny1-1,3,2-oxazaborolidine 2 (lg), that had been freshly pyrolysed (lOO”C, 2 
h under argon). This resulted in rapid crystallisation of approximately 30% of the material. The 
mixture was stored at -3o’C, under argon, for 4 d. to complete crystallisation. Subsequent samples were 
obtained by sublimation of portions of the above crystals in vacua, mp 99 -102’C. 
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Tetrahedron : Asymmetry 1993.4. 1505. 
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